
PS259 Spring 2018

Selected Topics in Comparative Politics:
Distributive Politics
https://github.com/ps259-sp18/distributive_politics

Wed 2:00–4:50 Bunche 4276

Professor M. Golden
Email: golden@ucla.edu
Homepage: www.golden.polisci.ucla.edu
Office: Bunche 3262
Office hours: By appointment and Tuesday 3:30–5:00
Tel: 310-206-8166

Course Description: This course studies how governments allocate goods and services
to identifiable localities or population subgroups. We first study the analytic underpin-
nings of distributive politics and then focus on two sets of issues. The first considers the
electorally-relevant aspects of taxes and transfers. This includes whether taxes and transfers
target specific politically-relevant constituencies or types of voters and whether incumbent
politicians benefit electorally from such distributions. The second area of concern is the
redistributive and equity consequences of taxes and transfers. This includes whether special
interests capture a disproportionate share of goods and services coming from government
and effective ways to counter elite capture.

The course is meant as a springboard for you to do your own research into some aspect of
distributive politics in a country of your choosing.

Course Prerequisites: You will only be able to do the work in this course if you are
familiar with statistical methods to analyze quantitative data. First year students in the
Political Science Ph.D. program and students from other departments are welcome in the
course if they have taken at least one prior course in statistics (covering material through
multiple regression). The course might have been at the undergraduate level. If you are not
sure if you can do the required work, please feel free to contact me prior to enrolling.

Course Objectives: At the completion of this course, you will:

1. Be familiar with important recent studies of distributive politics.
2. Be aware of a number of different theories relevant to distributive politics.
3. Have studied some models that provide micro-foundations for the analysis of distribu-

tive politics.
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4. Have experience identifying data relevant to a theoretical question.
5. Be familiar with the process of assemblig a multi-level dataset to analyze distributions

to select subnational units.
6. Have experience writing a pre-analysis plan.
7. Have experience serving as a discussant of another scholar’s work.
8. Have experience working on GitHub.

Course Format: The course is designed as a mixture of lecture and discussion.

Peer Review: You will build skills in this course by acting of a peer reviewer of the work
of the other members of the course. This entails reading drafts of the pre-analysis plans
submitted by all members of the class and serving as a formal discussant of one PAP.

Readings: The reading load is relatively light in order to permit you to do research on your
own project throughout the quarter.

Readings use examples from countries around the world, crossing the distinction between
developed and less developed countries.

You might print out a copy of each reading and bring it to class. You will not have access
to an electronic version during class and we may need to study specific tables.

I have indicated the URL for articles. Book chapters will be available in the course repository.

Statistical Software(s): Instruction in the course will, where relevant, use Stata or R. You
may do your own data analysis in either.

Course website: We will use GitHub as the course site, and integrate with Slack for
communications. More information appears below.

Requirement(s): To complete the course for a grade, you will write a complete draft of
a pre-analysis plan (PAP) that details a project you intend to complete sometime in the
future. A memo with your proposed topic is due the fourth week of the quarter and a draft
of your PAP is due the seventh week. The draft will be read by the entire class, with a formal
discussant assigned. Your final PAP is due Friday, June 8 at 5:00pm. Please write in
LaTeX, and upload .pdf versions of all materials to the course GitHub repo.

Course Policies:

• General (for auditors as well as enrolled students)

– Please come to class meetings each week already having read assigned material.

– Please bring written notes to class summarizing each assigned reading and be
prepared to discuss every assigned reading.

– Assume that your computer will be closed during class, and that you will not be
able to review assigned readings on your computer during class.

– You should take handwritten notes during class in order to retain the material
covered.
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– If you are auditing the course, please inform me so you are given access to the
course site.

– Please plan to attend all class meetings except in cases of illness. Do not attend
class if you have a cold or the flu.

• Pre-Analysis Plan and Planned Research Project

– Your main writing assignment for the quarter consists of a pre-analysis plan for a
research project. In the PAP, you will lay out the research question, hypotheses,
and specific tests you intend to conduct. The purpose of a PAP is to write out the
plans for a project prior to data analysis (and in many cases even prior to data
collection).

– A pre-analysis plan is a more polished and formal presentation of the proposal
for the paper you plan to write than you would normally be asked to submit in a
graduate seminar, but is not qualitatively different than any other paper proposal.

– Your planned research may require you to collect original data in the future. If it
is possible for you to collect and assemble your data during the quarter, this will
allow you to examine some descriptive characteristics of the data before writing
your pre-analysis plan. But make sure not to “peek” at the results featured in
your pre-analysis plan.

– Your planned research project should be one that is feasible and, ideally, that you
actually intend to undertake over the summer or in the coming academic year.
It should not be a project that requires you raise funding that you have not yet
secured, for instance. As a result, it is likely that your planned research will use
observational (not experimental) data.

– If your proposed project uses observational data, your goal may well be to explore
patterns in the data that do not allow causal identification. That is entirely accept-
able, but you should state this in your PAP. The goal of the exercise is to write
a genuine pre-analysis plan for whatever research you intend to conduct. Your
research may consist of preliminary data exploration rather than causal analysis,
especially if there is not much known about the phenomenon you are studying. If
you are working in an area that has already been extensively studied, you should
seek to advance the literature with a stronger research design.

– You will post the first draft of your pre-analysis plan for the entire class to read
in the seventh week of the quarter, when it will be peer-reviewed and formally
discussed by one member of the class.

– A useful checklist of what to include in a PAP is available at the World Bank’s
Development Impact site. Your pre-analysis plan will likely omit some of the items
on this list. For instance, it is unlikely that you will include a formal model in
your project. You should adapt the guidelines as appropriate.

– At a minimum, your pre-analysis plan should include a description of the data
you will use and how you selected your sample, the hypotheses you will test, how
you plan to construct your measures and variables, the equation(-s) you plan to
estimate, and a plan for dealing with multiple hypothesis testing.
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– For some illustrations of the process, see the work in progress reported under
Graeme Blair, “Improving Research Designs in the Social Sciences.”

• Collaborative Work

– You are encouraged to help each other during the course, to share expertise and
information, and to work together on the proposed research project if you wish.

– Students who decide to collaborate formally on a research project will co-author
their PAP.

– If you collaborate, you are required to set out in writing the nature of the proposed
collaboration, specifying who is responsible for what part of the work and how
credit will be shared in the near and far term. Although any collaboration is likely
to evolve in unexpected ways, and to present unanticipated challenges, clarifying
your expectations in advance with your collaborators is likely to prove helpful in
reducing misunderstandings. You should pay particular attention to specifying
how you intend to proceed if any part of the work done for the course is eventually
used in an article submitted for publication or as a dissertation chapter. Please
submit this material even if your co-author is not enrolled in the course. For
guidelines on some aspects of collaboration, see my Notes on collaboration.

• Grades

– Materials are to be submitted on time to be given full credit.

– Final course grades will reflect class participation (25 percent) and the quality of
work submitted (75 percent).

– For your own protection, I do not give Incompletes. Please plan to submit your
PAP by the final due date.

• GitHub

– In order to boost your skills, the course will be coordinated using a GitHub repos-
itory that I have set up. For instructions on how to use GitHub, see the GitHub
manual. You will need to adapt the instructions to the current context. The
location of the course repository appears at the top of this document.

Replication, Transparency, and Research Ethics: All work you do will be held to the
highest ethical and professional standards.

UCLA Student Guide to Academic Integrity: As a student and a member of the
University community, you are expected to demonstrate integrity in all of your academic
endeavors.

Please carefully review the university guidelines regarding academic dishonesty. Suspicion of
academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean of Students for evaluation and appropriate
action.
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SYLLABUS

Week One, April 4: Overview

Week Two, April 11: What is a Pre-analysis Plan and Why Should I Write One?

This week, we begin with a careful reading of the BITSS Manual of Best Practices in Trans-
parent Social Science Research so we are aware of the professional and ethical parameters in
which we operate.

We then skim three examples of pre-analysis plans to get a sense of the range of information
and detail that is included. What do all the examples have in common; that is, what seems
to be the minimum requirement for a pre-analysis plan? How specific and detailed are the
plans? Why do you think there is such a range in the amount of detail provided? How much
detail do you think is necessary to meet the underlying goals of a pre-analysis plan? What
are these goals?

As another way to evaluate PAPs, I have also indicated a subsequent publication that reports
results of the data analysis. Please skim.

Finally, we review Ben Olken’s discussion of PAPs.

The reading this week is meant to help you begin to think about what you will do for this
course this quarter. Many other examples of pre-registered pre-analysis plans in political
science are available on the EGAP website.

Readings:

Berkeley Initiative for Transparency in the Social Sciences (BITSS), Manual of Best Practices
in Transparent Social Science Research (November 14, 2016).

Olken, B. A. (2015). Promises and perils of pre-analysis plans. Journal of Economic Per-
spectives, 29(3):61–80.

Kate Vyborny and Muhammad Haseeb, “Patronage in Government Services Delivery: Evi-
dence from Punjab, Pakistan. Pre-Analysis Plan,” September 21, 2013.

Unpublished report: “Reforming Institutions: Evidence from Cash Transfers in
Pakistan,” May 2017.

Mark Buntaine et al., “Repairing Information Underload: The Effects of Vote Choice of
Information on Politician Performance and Public Goods in Uganda. Pre-Analysis Plan,”
November 19, 2015.

Forthcoming report: Mark Buntaine et al., “SMS Texts on Corruption Help Ugan-
dan Voters Hold Elected Councillors Accountable at the Polls,” PNAS, forthcom-
ing. Pay particular attention to the sections in the SI entitled “Results using
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Pre-Registered Estimation Strategy” (p. 4) and “Pre-registration” (pp. 5–7). On
course website (not GitHub). CONFIDENTIAL MATERIAL. DO NOT CIRCU-
LATE.

Andrew Beath, Fotini Christia and Ruben Enikolopov, “Randomized Impact Evaluation
of Afghanistan’s National Solidarity Programme — Village Benefit Distribution Analysis.
Pre-Analysis Plan: Hypotheses, Methodology, and Specifications,” January 7, 2012.

Unpublished report: Andrew Beath, Fotini Christia, and Ruben Enikolopov, “Do
Elected Councils Improve Governance? Experimental Evidence on Local Institu-
tions in Afghanistan,” March 2018. In course repo.

Week Three, April 18: Overview of Accountability Problems and Distributive
Politics

The readings this week are meant to provide an informal overview of the basic issues that
generally animate our thinking on the topic.

The Golden-Min review article provides a slightly dated Bibliography of Studies on Distribu-
tive Politics in Countries Other than the United States that you may find helpful.

The first half of class this week will be used to examine the Indian data and dataset assembly
process that is analyzed in the Golden-Min article. The goal is to familiarize you with the
steps involved in collecting and assembling data typically used in observational studies of
distributive politics. We will examine how the data was collected, the files that cleaned and
assembled the dataset, and the final data matrix, among other things. This will also be an
opportunity to examine how to write and comment clean and reproducible code.

Readings:

Manin, B., Przeworski, A., and Stokes, S. C. (1999). Elections and representation. In
Przeworski, A. and Stokes, S. C., editors, Democracy, Accountability, and Representation.
Cambridge University Press. Course repo.

Golden, M. A. and Min, B. (2013). Distributive politics around the world. Annual Review
of Political Science, 16:73–99.

Week Four, April 25: Formalizing Distributive Politics

Due before class:

No later than Tuesday, April 24 at 6:00pm, please push to the course repo a one-page memo
(in .pdf) presenting basic information about your proposed project. Your memo should
include: your name, project title, country (or other) setting, data source(-s), data units
and level(-s) of analysis, and a one-paragraph statement of the theoretical problem or main
hypothesis that you intend to investigate. In addition, please write one or two sentences
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about why the problem is important. All this information should fit onto a single sheet of
paper (without using a font that is too small to read).

This week’s reading provides a formalization of agency problems and distributive politics
(called special interest politics by Persson and Tabellini). If you have difficulties following
the models, keep reading, and write down what you understand of the structure of each.
This is not a class in formal modeling, and modeling background is not assumed. Just do
your best to figure out the importance of each assigned reading.

Readings:

Read memos submitted by your colleagues for today’s class.

Persson, T. and Tabellini, G. (2000). Political Economics: Explaining Economic Policy. MIT
Press, chs. 4 and 7. Course repo.

Ferejohn, J. (1986). Incumbent performance and electoral control. Public Choice, 50(1–3):5–
25.

Dixit, A. and Londregan, J. (1996). The determinants of success of special interests in
redistributive politics. Journal of Politics, 58(4):1132–55.

Week Five, May 2: Instructor Out of Town

Week Six, May 9: Core and Swing Voters

When and whether candidates and political parties target core or swing voters remains an
on-going debate in political science. Is there a single right answer to this question?

Readings:

Stokes, S. C. (2005). Perverse accountability: A formal model of machine politics with
evidence from Argentina. American Political Science Review, 99(3):315–25.

Also, skim:

Nichter, S. (2008). Vote buying or turnout buying? Machine politics and the secret
ballot. American Political Science Review, 102(1):19–31.

Diaz-Cayeros, A., Magaloni, B., and Estévez, F. (2007). Clientelism and portfolio diver-
sification: A model of electoral investment with applications to Mexico. In Kitschelt, H.,
editor, Patrons, Clients, and Policies: Patterns of Democratic Accountability and Political
Competition, pages 182–205. Cambridge University Press, New York.

Albertus, M. (462013). Vote buying with multiple distributive goods. Comparative Political
Studies, 46(9):1082–1111.

Marques, I., Nazrullaeva, E., and Yakovlev, A. (2016). Substituting distribution for growth:
The political logic of intrgovernmental transfers in the Russian federation. Economics &
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Politics, 28(1):23–54.

Week Seven, May 16: Discussion Day

No later than Sunday, May 13 at 6:00pm, please make available a .pdf draft of your PAP in
the course repository. Each of you will be responsible for serving as the formal discussant
of one of your colleague’s draft PAP. To prepare your ten minutes of remarks, please review
Tips on Being a Good Discussant. In addition, please read all the other draft PAPs from
your classmates.

Week Eight: May 23: Cultural, Ethnic, Regional, and Partisan Favoratism

Readings:

Kramon, E. and Posner, D. N. (2013). Who benefits from distributive politics? How the
outcome one studies affects the answer one gets. Perspectives on Politics, 11(2):461–74.

Dunning, T. and Nilekani, J. (2013). Ethnic quotas and political mobilization: Caste, parties,
and distribution in Indian village councils. American Political Science Review, 107(1):35–56.

Rogowski, J. C. (2016). Presidential influence in an era of congressional dominance. American
Political Science Review, 110(2):325–41.

Bueno, N. S. (2018). Bypassing the enemy: Distributive politics, credit claiming, and nonstate
organizations in Brazil. Comparative Political Studies, 5(3):304–40.

Week Nine, May 30: Political Returns of Particularism

Readings:

Arriola, L. R. (2009). Patronage and political stability in Africa. Comparative Political
Studies, 42(10):1339–62.

Zucco, C. (2013). When payouts pay off: Conditional cash transfers and voting behavior in
Brazil 2002–10. American Journal of Political Science, 57(4):810–2.

Larcinese, V., Snyder, J. M., and Testa, C. (2013). Testing models of distributive politics
using exit polls to measure voters’ preferences and partisanship. British Journal of Political
Science, 43(4):845–75.

Asunka, J. (2017). Non-discretionary resource allocation as political investment: Evidence
from Ghana. Journal of Modern African Studies, 55(1):29–53.

Week Ten, June 6: Redistribution, Equity and Elite Capture

Readings:

Bardhan, P. and Mookherjee, D. (2006). Pro-poor targeting and accountability of local
governments in West Bengal. Journal of Development Economics, 79(2):303–27.
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Humphreys, M., Masters, W. A., and Sandbu, M. E. (2006). The role of leaders in democratic
deliberations: Results from a field experiment in São Tomé and Pŕıncipe. World Politics,
58(4):583–622.

Alatas, V., Banerjee, A., Hanna, R., Olken, B. A., Purnamasari, R., and Wai-Poi, M. (2013).
Does elite capture matter? Local elites and targeted welfare programs in Indonesia. National
Bureau of Economic Research (NBER), Working Paper 18798.

Min, B. (2015). Power and the Vote: Elections and Electricity in the Developing World.
Cambridge University Press, New York, chapters 5–7. Course repo.

************

Final Pre-Analysis Plans due Friday, June 8 at 5:00pm
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