
PS169-1 Fall 2015

Special Studies in Comparative Politics: Political Corruption
https://moodle2.sscnet.ucla.edu/course/view/15F-POLSCI169-1

Tu/Th 2:00–3:15 Public Affairs 2035B

Professor M. Golden
Teaching Assistant: Mr. Luke Sonnet

Email: golden@ucla.edu
Homepage: www.golden.polisci.ucla.edu
Office: Bunche 3262
Office hours: Tues 11:00–12:00 and by appointment
Tel: (310) 206-8166

Course Description: How and why do public officials abuse the public trust and engage
in illegal actions while in office? Why is corruption so common in poor countries? More
generally, why do countries vary in the extent of corruption they experience and with what
consequences? Does political corruption really decline as countries become affluent, and if
so, why? What do politicians gain from political corruption? Why is the US more corrupt
than many European countries? What can be done to reduce political corruption in settings
where it is common?

This course empowers students to actively examine these and related issues through hands-on
analysis of real data from countries around the world. Class meetings are all held in the Social
Sciences Computing lab and consist of working with the instructor and the TA on problem
sets designed to stimulate critical thinking about issues related to political corruption.

Course Prerequisites: You will only be able to do the work assigned in this course if you
have taken at least one course in statistics (e.g. PS6, Stat10, or the equivalent at any college
or university.)

The course is aimed at juniors and seniors majoring in political science who have taken a
minimum of two courses in comparative politics. Familiarity with basic political institutions
around the world is expected.

Course Objectives: At the completion of this course, you will be able to:

1. Converse knowledgeably about political corruption in rich and poor nations;
2. Understand why corruption declines with economic development;
3. Identify who is likely responsible for political corruption in different contexts;
4. Have informed ideas about what kinds of anti-corruption strategies may be effective

and in what contexts;
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5. Critically interpret newspaper and magazine articles about corruption;
6. Use statistical analysis to analyze data about political corruption;
7. Write code in Stata performing simple statistical analyses of data;
8. Have improved statistical numeracy;
9. Locate, evaluate, and download data from the internet relevant to political corruption;

10. Write an essay that appropriately integrates quantitative information into the analysis.

Course Format: The course is designed as a variant of what is called a flipped classroom.
There are no lectures. Class meetings are devoted to working with the instructor and T.A.
on data exercises and to discussion of the assigned readings and the data.

Section Meetings: Section meetings with the Teaching Assistant are to provide statis-
tics refresher material, to work on skill-building in statistics and in Stata, and to discuss
homework assignments.

Readings:

Raymond Fisman and Miriam A. Golden, Political Corruption: What Everyone Needs to
Know, book manuscript in progress, forthcoming with Oxford University Press. Chapters
available on the course website.

Gary M. Klass, Just Plain Data Analysis: Finding, Presenting, and Interpretating Social
Science Data, 2nd ed., Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield, 2012.

Statistical Software: You will use a statistical package called Stata. During class and
section meetings, you will work with the software already installed on SSC computers.

For homework, you will need to access Stata independently. Stata is available for use on
university computers in the CLICC lab in 145 Powell, on library loaner laptops, and on
computers in the SSC labs. Remote access to Stata from on-campus locations, including
from dorm rooms, is available through CLICC (http://www.library.ucla.edu/clicc/
software). You can access Stata after hours from off-campus locations using a remote desk-
top facility; for information, go to https://computing.sscnet.ucla.edu/labs/remote-

access/afterhours/.

You may also purchase and download a copy for installation on your own laptop. This in-
volves ordering a copy from Stata Corp at http://www.stata.com/order/new/edu/gradplans/
student-pricing/. If you order a copy, a $75 six-month license for Stata IC should be suf-
ficient.

Grade Distribution:

• Class and Section Participation 20%
• Each (of Four) Homework Assignments 10%
• Final Project 30%
• Pop Quizzes 10%
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Letter Grade Distribution:

>= 93.00 A 73.00 - 76.99 C
90.00 - 92.99 A- 70.00 - 72.99 C-
87.00 - 89.99 B+ 67.00 - 69.99 D+
83.00 - 86.99 B 63.00 - 66.99 D
80.00 - 82.99 B- 60.00 - 62.99 D-
77.00 - 79.99 C+ <= 59.99 F

Course Policies:

• General

– Students should come to the Tuesday class meeting each week already having
read the assigned material.

– Computers are to be used in class to work only on assigned material.

– Students found surfing the internet, using email, or engaging in other activities
during class will be asked to leave.

• Sections

– If you wish to switch the section you attend, please speak to the TA in advance.
Due to classroom size, section changes may not be possible.

• Homework

– Homework assignments will be handed out in section meetings.

– Homework assignments will be handed in via Turnitin.

– Homework assignments submitted with a timestamp more than 10 minutes later
than the time due will have the grade reduced by half a grade for every 24 hours
or portion thereof.

– Late final projects will not be accepted.

– Students are free to discuss how to use Stata with each other. However, you are
expected to answer the homework questions independently. Offering and accept-
ing answers from others is an act of plagiarism, which is a serious offense and
all involved parties will be reported to the Dean of Students. Discussion
of Stata among students is encouraged, but you must write your answers on your
own.

• Quizzes

– During the quarter, a number of 5 minute pop quizzes (or alternate low-stakes
learning evaluations) will be given during lecture and section.

– Quizzes will ask you to show that you are mastering skills and that you have done
the assigned reading.

– No make up quizzes will be given.
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• Attendance and Absences

– Attendance is expected. You are allowed 1 unexcused absence in class and 1
unexcused absence in section during the quarter without penalty. Any further
absences will result in grade deductions.

– Students who are running a fever or are otherwise ill are asked not to attend
class in order to control the spread of illness. It is especially important to be
mindful of public health during flu season. We will work with you to help you
keep up in the event of excused absence(-s) due to illness. If you have to miss a
class or a section due to illness, please email the TA before the start of the section
or class, or as soon as your medical condition permits.

– Excused absences may require medical documentation.

– Students are responsible for all missed work, regardless of the reason for the ab-
sence. It is also the absentee’s responsibility to get all missing notes or materials.

UCLA Student Guide to Academic Integrity: As a student and member of the Univer-
sity community, you are here to get an education and are, therefore, expected to demonstrate
integrity in all of your academic endeavors. You are evaluated on your own merits, so be
proud of your accomplishments, and protect academic integrity at UCLA.

Please carefully review the university guidelines regarding academic dishonesty at http://

www.deanofstudents.ucla.edu/Portals/16/Documents/StudentGuide.pdf. Suspicion of
academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean of Students for evaluation and appropriate
action.
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SYLLABUS

Dates Content

Sept 24
Introduction to and overview of the course
Reading: none

Sept 29/Oct 1

Topic: What is Political Corruption?
Reading: Fisman and Golden, ch. 1 and Klass, ch. 1
Homework 1: Compares measures of corruption for countries around the world using
data from different sources.

Oct 6/8
Topic: Where is Corruption Most Prevalent?
Reading: Fisman and Golden, ch. 2 and Klass, ch. 2
Homework 1 due.

Oct 13/15
Topic: Are Some Cultures More Corrupt Than Others?
Reading: Fisman and Golden, ch. 3 and Klass, ch 3
Homework 2: Uses survey data to investigate why poverty compels ordinary people to
participate in corrupt activities.

Oct 20/22
Topic: What Are the Economic and Political Consequences of Corruption?
Reading: Fisman and Golden, ch. 4 and Klass, ch. 4
Homework 2 due.

Oct. 27/29

Topic: How Do Democratic Political Institutions Affect Political Corruption?
Reading: Fisman and Golden, ch 5, and Klass, ch. 5
Homework 3: Uses data on the newspaper coverage of corruption across Mexican states
to study how differences in state defamation laws affect corruption.

Nov 3/5
Topic: What Government Activities are Most Exposed to Corruption?
Reading: Fisman and Golden, ch 6 and Klass, ch. 6
Homework 3 due.

Nov 10/12

Topic: Who Participates in Corrupt Activities and Why?
Reading: Fisman and Golden, ch 7 and Klass, ch. 7
Homework 4: Uses data on the assets and criminal status of Indian Members of
Parliament to study characteristics of legislators and ministers involved in corruption.

Nov 17/19
Topic: Why Do Voters Reelect Corrupt Politicians?
Reading: Fisman and Golden, ch 8 and Klass, ch. 9
Homework 4 due.

Nov 24

Topic: What Can Be Done to Reduce Corruption?
Reading: Fisman and Golden, ch 9
Final project topics distributed.

Dec 1/3
Topic: Political Corruption and Organized Crime?
Reading: Fisman and Golden, ch 10

FINAL PROJECTS DUE NO LATER THAN WEDNESDAY
DECEMBER 9 AT NOON VIA TURNITIN
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